Yeshayah 2

(terror) of Hashem, and for
the hadar of His majesty,
when He ariseth to shake
ha'aretz.
|22| Cease ye from HaAdam,
whose neshamah is in his
nostrils: for of what account is
he?

T.N. According to Yeshayah,
all those who reject the Word of
G-d will find judgment (5:24).
Invasion by foreign armies
(5:26-30), fiery destruction, and
exile (5:13,29) will cause a
reversal of fortune for these
people, and the Day of the L-rd
will cause the haughty to be
brought low (2:17) and the
poor in spirit to become holy
and purged in the fire (1:25;
4:3). Along with the survivors
will come in the aftermath the
Moshiach, the Tzemach
(Branch) of the L-rd (4:2) who
is identified (in the book of
Isaiah itself, not merely in Jer.
23:5-6; 33:15 or Zech.3:8) with
the Tzemach T'zadik
(Righteous Branch) of the L-rd
(53:11) and of Dovid (37:35).
This Moshiach-Servant is
associated with the L-rd in
many ways: He too is "raised
high and lifted up" (compare
52:13; 6:1); He too is glorious,
Jesse's glorious root (compare
4:2 and 11:10 with 6:3,
noticing also the word Shoresh
[root], linking 11:10 and 53:2);
He too is the rallying
focal-point of the nations
(compare 11:10 to 2:2-4 and
see the one "to whom the
obedience of the nations
belongs"—Genesis 49:10; see
Ezekiel 21:27 [21:32 in the
Hebrew Bible]; Psalm 18:43;
Isaiah 42:1,4; 49:6); He too
bears a divine name and
governing function (9:5-6); He
too is Immanuel, (G-d-with-us),
the rightful owner of Israel's
land (compare 8:8 and 7:14 to
5:5); He too, this anointed
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Moshiach-Servant (11:2; 42:1),
is righteous (see 11:4-5 and
42:21; 51:5). The MoshiachServant, through the Dovidic
covenant, witnesses as a light
to the Gentiles (9:6) to those
outside the covenant (Isaiah
55:3). Job standing rejected
and forsaken with mockers
around him (Job 17:2) reminds
the reader of the picture we
have of the suffering Servant of
the L-rd in Isaiah 53 or the
mocked Dovidic King in
Psalm 22 (compare Job 27:4 to
Isa. 53:9). In the midst of the
false accusations, Job "holds
fast to his righteousness" (Job
27:6) and waits on the L-rd to
vindicate him (Job 42:7-8). So
the mocked sage who becomes
a fool that the world curses
and makes sport of is depicted
in Isaiah 53. We have
seen this picture before in that
other image, the judge of
Israel, Samson, being made
sport of by the Philistines
(Judg.16:25) or in the King of
Israel, Dovid the sage,
pretending to be mad before a
similar scoffing Philistine
audience (I Sm.21:13-15).
When sages like Moshe or
Dovid are nearly stoned by
the people (Ex. 17:4; I Sm.
30:6) we see this reemerging
picture of the rejected-yetvindicated-as-righteous Sage of
Israel. Significantly, the Son of
Dovid is depicted as the sage
par excellence in the life of
Shlomo in I Kings. Then II
Chronicles intensifies this
portrait and gives Messianic
prophetic significance to
Dovid's Son as the Moshiach
Sage of Israel. Finally, Isaiah
combines the two portraits of
the sage found in Job and
Shlomo and depicts the
Dovidic Servant of the L-rd as
the mocked and rejected sagecounsellor (9:5-6) filled "with
the spirit of wisdom" (Isa. 11:2)
who seems to labor "in vain"

but trusts his cause to the L-rd
(Isa. 49:4) and, after mockery
and rejection (Isa. 53:2-4), is
finally vindicated by G-d as
righteous (see Isa. 53:11-12).
The Moshiach is the eternal
Kohen who sprinkles the
nations with a Cosmic Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur)
sacrifice. (Ps. 110:4;
Zechariah 6:11-13; Isaiah
52:15; Lev. 16:14-17), just as
the End He brings is depicted
in Scripture as an End
beginning with a Rosh
Hashana-like Shofar (I Th
4:16). The Moshiach is the Seh
HaElohim (the Lamb of G-d)
provided from heaven as the
redemption sacrifice in order
that G-d's people might be
passed over and purchased for
freedom from divine judgment,
as Isaac was and as the nation
of Israel was. G-d sent His
Word and healed His people
from the plagues of judgment
He poured out on the heathen.
G-d saved His people in order
that they might make an
exodus to new abundant life in
accordance with His gracious
covenant promise in the
Moshiach (Gen. 32:8; Ps.
107:30; Isa. 53:5-6,10;
Deut. 7:15; Isa 42:1,6-7; 40:3;
42:16; 43:19; 49:5-26).
The words "son" and "child" are
very important to Isaiah's
message. His own two sons are
given portentous names (7:3;
8:1-3) and the conception of
the second son in the womb of
his prophetess-wife is divinely
timed. In chps. 7-9, Isaiah
refers to his own son but also
to Dovid's son, a son he calls
"G-d with us" and "Mighty G-d."
Isaiah shows us a Deliverer
who can rule the world
(9:5-6), and yet he marvels at
this personage being born as a
humble child, just as a little
child leads the rest of creation
in the future kingdom--Isaiah
11:6. The future kingdom is

