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ABOUT THE COVER: The crown of thorns is the symbol of Yeshua, King of the
Jews, who earned His right to reign over the hearts of His people and the world by
His obedience to His Father unto death. The Star of David is the symbol of Yeshua's
Davidic birthrite to the throne of Israel. The powerful, dynamic appearance of this
symbol, conceived by Phil Goble and designed by Bob Lovett, is meant to suggest
the world-astounding growth of Messianic Judaism in these end times (Romans “—
11:26). '
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The Reverend Phillip Goble is an associate minister of one
of the fastest growing Messianic Synagogues in the world
today, Beth Emanuel in Encino, California. Reverend Goble
and I have worked together for three years developing an
effective discipling method for people of Jewish origin.

I met Reverend Goble while he was a student at Fuller
Theological Seminary where he was working on his doctorate.
I was immediately impressed with the straightforwardness of
his approach and his methodical thinking. Sensing Reverend
Goble would have much to offer an up-and-coming Jewish
outreach ministry, I asked him to come on the Beth Emanuel
Fellowship staff where he has labored most effectively among
Jewish people these past several years. His personal dedication
to Jewish evangelism and his concern for winning the “lost
sheep of the House of Israel” are second to none. I have
immeasurably appreciated his faithfulness to the task at hand.

Out of his deep love and concern for Jewish people,
Reverend Goble has compiled for his readers the step by step
discipling method we have used at Beth Emanuel for some
time now. This method — the interlocking document discipling
approach — has proven its effectiveness repeatedly. It works
and works well in taking Jewish people in their present spiritual
condition all the way to genuine Messianic discipleship.

While there is only one avenue to God, only one road to
salvation, and only one Saviour, the discipling of Jewish
people can be done in two different ways.

The normal way is to innocently but gradually “gentilize”
the Jewish believer by naively teaching him to equate many
non-Jewish cultural characteristics with the “Gospel Truth”
and real “holy” living.

The other, and far better way by all current mission
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strategy and thought, is to win Jewish people to the Lord
Jesus without nonchalantly or unintentionally divorcing
them from their Jewish cultural heritage. We prefer to en-
courage Jewish believers to maintain Jewish community
ties and to enjoy their Jewishness to the maximum. Jesus
can be the Lord of one’s Jewishness too!

The normal discipling method which unintentionally re-
moves the Jewish believer from his community undermines
his effectiveness in winning other Jewish people to the
Lord. The unbelievers feel he has abandoned his people,
not willing to bear the “reproach” of being Jewish in a
“Christian” country.

The Jewishness approach, so suspiciously viewed by many
Christians, is where our hope is in seeing tens of thousands
of Jewish people saved. More than ever before, the Jewish
believer identifies with his people. Everything he does, he has
a Jewish reason for doing.

This book, which is for the purpose of helping believers
everywhere establish effective ministries among the Chosen
People, has such a method in view. The real purpose for Jewish
evangelism is not to make Jewish people culturally gentile
but to indeed- help them become better Jews by personally
receiving as Saviour and Lord the Jewish Messiah Jesus!

October, 1974 Reverend Ray Gannon
Encino, California



(Pod

Choosing the wrong cultural specialist as their mentor,
Jewish evangelists have typically tried to mimic the apostle
to the Gentiles (Paul) and have largely ignored his highly
successful (Acts 21:20) cultural counterpart, the apostle to
the Jews (James). James was concerned that no ‘“irksome
restrictions” (Acts 15:19) be imposed on Gentiles. He would
have also been concerned to have no “irksome restrictions”
placed on him and the Jerusalem Messianic Synagogue of
which he was the pastor. Can you imagine James’ reaction if
some Gentiles had told his congregation they could no longer
practice circumcision or keep kosher? (see Acts 21:20-21).
Unfortunately, the dismal history of Jewish missions has been
the largely futile effort to impose the irksome restrictions of
Gentile culture on Jews. Instead of helping plant and pastor
New Testament-patterned Messianic Synagogues with cultural ‘
integrity in Jewish neighborhoods like James did in Jerusalem,
Jewish ministers typically function as unwitting twentieth
century “‘Gentilizers,” trying to persuade Jews to assimilate
into Gentile churches — a cultural betrayal the Jewish com-
munity understandably resists as ethnic suicide. The Church
in a Jewish neighborhood must not forget where she is
(I Corinthians 9:20-21), nor should she confuse spiritual and
cultural conversion. ,

When the Church finds herself in a Jewish community she
must not shrink from wearing once again her full Jewish dress,
all her old synagogue attire. For local churches in Jewish com-
munities to remain inflexibly groomed for Gentiles and then
demand that Jews convert to Gentile ways of life and worship
in order for Jewish people to accept their own Messiah is the
damnable ancient Judaizing heresy in reverse, and must not
be tolerated.




Xii | » PREFACE

The truth is, every church must be culturally relevant to
and negotiable with the community it serves or it will serve
neither God nor its community. What the Jewish community
needs to be saved are thousands of growing synagogues with
home Torah studies, yahmakahs, Jewish music, Jewish food,
Yiddish jokes, Jewish humor, Jewish customs, ceremonies,
holidays, traditions, testimonies, special events, and everything
revolving around and pointing toward a very Jewish Yeshua
who is Lord of all, Jews and Gentiles as well. Such synagogues
can throw their doors open wide with the confidence that God
will fill them with Jewish souls and also with people who are
of non-Jewish descent but are nevertheless true, born-again,
spiritual Jews. These truly born-again believers in Yeshua, un-
like many anti-semitic nominal “Christians,” love the Jews in
all their Jewishness.

What has been needed for a long time is a comprehensive
evangelistic tool designed to further the planting and growth
of Messianic Synagogues. That is why this book was written.
The approach it uses is called the interlocking document
method of incorporational evangelism.

The only Evangelist is, of course, God’s Holy Spirit. He
uses many instruments, many tools. He has used this tool and
* blessed it greatly to the increase of his households. It is offered
to Messianic Jews and other disciples of Yeshua Ha Mashiach
with a prayer that they may find it useful in carrying his
message to the ends of the earth. Let it be said here, and
assumed from this point forward: nothing in this book has
any value unless it is bathed in prayer, anointed by the Holy
Spirit, and accomplished through servants who are sensitive
to the leading of God. Let it also be understood here that
the term “spiritual Jew” as it is Scripturally defined in this
book, includes only those who have submitted in faith to
Yeshua as Lord through the rite of Spiritual circumecision,
the mikveh-bris of water immersion.

This book is a series of detachable, interlocking documents
which lead the Jewish inquirer into progressively deeper levels
of commitment until he has become a member of a Messianic

Synagogue of Yeshua. Besides much culturally relevant .

material for pre-baptismal (Part II) and pre-membership
counseling (Part III), the book also contains a very Jewish
celebration of Holy Communion and a Messianic Friday
Evening Service (Part IV), as well as an appendix on starting
Jewish home Bible studies and turning them quickly into
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Messianic Synagogue congregations. The book is intended to
be complete enough that a young man in a Jewish neighbor-
hood can order 50 copies and in two years be the pastor of a
growing 50-member Messianic Synagogue congregation.

The book was developed in Los Angeles through the co-
operation of Ray Gannon, who is the spiritual leader of the
fastest growing Messianic Synagogue in the United States.
Beth Emanuel congregation is made up chiefly of Jews and
a few Gentiles and has seen 70 Jewish people baptized in less
than 18 months, going from a small home Bible study to a
$187,000 Messianic Synagogue in 2% years.

Let me explain how this book might help you. Suppose
_you were an evangelist trying to reach the Jewish people in
your city. Suppose you started a Bible study in a Jewish home,
and then ordered 50 copies of this book.

Since Everything You Need to Grow a Messianic Synagogue
is a 4-part book, each part is an interlocking document de-
signed to lead people step by step toward Part IV, which is
the Messianic Synagogue Member’s Manual. Each part is torn
out of its binding and given to the person separately, so that
in order to be given Part III, the person must first respond
affirmatively to Part II, which means agreeing to be baptized.
Likewise, in order to read Part IV, he must first respond
affirmatively to Part III, which means getting baptized
and signing the Messianic Synagogue membership appli-
cation. Each time a part is given to a person and he responds
affirmatively, he returns that part and it goes back into its
respective binder. Then he is given the next part until he is
prepared to receive Part IV, in which case he receives the
binder itself with the entire book in it as well as the right
hand of fellowship to become an incorporated Messianic
Synagogue member.

Therefore, a new believer is discipled by the interlocking
documents in the following way. He reads Part I and becomes
oriented and more interested. He reads Part II and prays to
receive Yeshua and agrees to come to the Messianie Synagogue
to take the mikveh on Acts 2:42 Sunday, the last Sunday of
every month. On that day, just before he is baptized, the
person - who is going to baptize him reads him Part IIIA,
baptizes him, and gives him the entire document, including
I1IB, which is the membership application. If the application
is returned in time, he can be received as a member and be
given his synagogue membership binder with all 4 parts in it
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by the next Acts 2:42 Sunday. Then he will be able to re-read
Parts I, II, and III and to read for the first time Part IV, which
is the synagogue member’s manual.

Now let’s say you pray that God will give you a name for
your Messianic Synagogue and God gives you the name “Beth
Israel.” So you order 50 inexpensive, yet attractive 5% x 8%
3-ring vinyl binders with the words “Beth Israel” on the front
in gold letters. You put your fifty copies of this book into
your 50 binders, coding each binder with a number, 1-50,
and putting each binder’s number on Part I, Part II, and
Part III of its respective contents. Then, keeping record of
each person’s name and binder number, you “check out”
Part I to the people of your home Torah study. When you ask
each person to read it so they can return it to be given Part II,
the number you fixed on Part I will help you return it to its
proper binder. Thus as people move from Part I to Part II to
Part III, they return each part; and, as they respond to it in
obedience, they receive the next part. All this time the
binder’s number on its various parts keeps the binder com-
plete and in order. _

In this way it is much better not to give the entire book to
an unsaved Jewish person at one time, but rather to lay aside
a binder for that person and give him only one part at a time,
at the rate he or she can digest it as the Holy Spirit moves that
individual toward readiness for the next phase of commitment
involved in each succeeding part. By assigning a binder number
for each person, you keep track of which individuals have
which parts (that’s the purpose of the binder’s number on its
parts) and follow them up. These pages are too valuable to be
collecting dust in someone’s attic. If a person gets endlessly
frozen at any level short of Part IV, he should return the part
so that what would have become his binder will again be com- " *
plete and can be used to disciple someone else.

Because of the special nature of this book, I wish to
acknowledge my debts here rather than elsewhere. The
concise, accurate translation of the New English Bible was
a helpful reference in the composition of my renderings of
the text. Acknowledgment is made for those portions directly
quoted from that copyrighted work. For the theological in-
sights I gleaned from the lectures of my Fuller Theological
Seminary professors, I thank Dr. George Ladd, Dr. James
Daane, Dr. Ralph Martin, Dr. Paul Jewett, and Dr. Daniel
Fuller. Echoes of their wisdom undergirded my own thinking
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in this book, and provided a sound Scriptural guide for the
Jewish theology I have produced. My thanks to Bill Anderson,
Margie Meese, Margie and Van Moore for their contributions
to the production of the final manuscript, as well as Bob
Lovett for his illustrations. I also acknowledge my debt to
the missiological thinking of Donald McGavran and the
faculty of the Fuller School of World Missions, especially
Peter Wagner, without whose interest this book might never
have seen publication. Finally, I thank all the people of Beth
Emanuel Synagogue and especially Ray Gannon for his
many helpful suggestions and ideas.

It is the hope of the author of this book that hundreds of
growing Messianic Synagogues will be established in the United
States and the rest of the world. There is no way the 6 million
Jewish people in America can be effectively reached without
hundreds of growing Messianic Synagogues like the one Ray
Gannon and I planted in Los Angeles. It is our prayer that
God will give you the same privilege he gave us and reward
your evangelistic toil with the fruit of a New Testament-
patterned Messianic Synagogue, Baruch ha shem!

October, 1974 Phil Goble
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Many people, including some followers of Yeshua (Jesus’
Hebrew name), like to see a sharp distinction between Judaism
and Christianity. However, the distinction is not so clear. In
fact, if by “Judaism” we mean the true Messianic, Biblical
religion of Israel, then the religion that is usually called
“Christianity” could really be labeled “Judaism.” In reality
“Christianity” is true, culturally all-inclusive Messianic
Judaism. :

JUDAISM FOR THE NATIONS

Messianic Judaism, when it accommodates itself culturally
to Gentiles, is properly called “Christianity.” However,
Messianic Judaism needs no other name when it orients
itself ethnically to the very people from whom it originated,
the Jews.

It was from the Jews that the world received Messianic
Judaism and the Jewish Messiah Yeshua. Even the New
. Testament, which is the Jewish New Covenant Holy Scriptures,
was written by Jews.

It was also from the Jews that we received the world-wide
Messianic Synagogue of Yeshua, at first composed exclusively
of physical Jews and now comprising spiritual Jews from
every race on earth. Unfortunately, many people are ignorant
of the fact that the universal Church is nothing other than a
culturally all-adaptable Messianic Synagogue. This Messianic
Synagogue, though it is capable of changing into every manner
of ethnic attire, from a teepee Bible study to an igloo prayer
meeting, nevertheless always wears its basic synagogue apparel,
the Jewish Seriptures and the Jewish rituals. Its Jewish
rituals are the mikveh bath, which is the standard Jewish

.3
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means of making proselytes to Judaism, and the Lord’s
Supper, which is the Passover covenant meal of all spiritual
Jews who are adherents to Messianic Judaism. It is little
wonder the One God of Israel has been able to use a Messianic
Synagogue of such cultural adaptability to make spiritual
- Jews in every people and to spread Messianic Judaism through-
out all the nations.

JUDAISM WITH BIBLICAL MONOTHEISM

But does Messianic Judaism actually teach monotheism,
that the Lord our God is one Lord? Of course! How could it
be Judaism if it didn’t?

However, the Jewish Seriptures themselves teach that God
has a complexity in his unity such that Man must be created
male-and-female-multiplying in order to adequately reflect the
image of God (see Genesis 1:27-28). God did not picture
himself by creating a solitary man. The threefold picture of
two human beings conceiving a third was necessary to reflect
the complex unity of the One God of Israel.

The Hebrew word signifying God’s complex unity is echad,
not the word yachid. Yachid conveys the idea of simple,
absolute unity. The Torah does not say, “Shema, Israel,
Adonai, Elohenu, Adonai, Yachid.” The Torah says the Lord
is echad, a complex unity.

In Genesis 2:24, God says that when a man marries a
woman the two become echad, one. This is not an absolute
unity, which would make the two simply, absolutely one
human being! Rather, a marriage is echad because it is a
complex unity of two joined into one. On the other hand, in
Judges 11:34, Jephthah’s only daughter is simply, absolutely
one human being so the Bible refers to her as yachid. If
God’s unity were that simple it would not be possible for
King David to say, “The Lord said to my Lord” in Psalms 110.

The truth is, God has always had a complexity in his
unity, because God has always had his Holy Spirit and his
powerful, creative, divine Word. In somewhat the same way
that a traffic policeman can have a left hand and a right
hand and still be only one traffic policeman, not three, God
can have his Holy Spirit and his divine Word and still be
only one God, not three Gods.

The One God of Israel sent his divine Word among us as a
Man in order to make an eternal kaporrah (blood covering)

4
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for our sin so that we might receive the eternal life of God’s
Holy Spirit. This was God’s gift of love to us, so that he could
with mercy and justice forgive us and bring us into a new
order of life.

However, God’s gracious provision through his divine Word
Yeshua has forced the whole world into a crisis of decision.
When we look into the Jewish face of Yeshua, we are con-
fronted eyeball to eyeball by the divine Word of God himseif.
We cannot obey the God of Israel nor can we receive his
Holy Spirit unless we obey God’s Word become Man, Yeshua
Ha Mashiach.

Therefore, the task of Messianic Judaism is to lead people
to follow the Jewish Messiah Yeshua in order that they may
receive the Holy Spirit. Those who really do follow Yeshua,
and are not hypocrites as some of his so-called followers
have been, become true spiritual Jews and love our Jewish
people just as they love our Jewish Messiah.

JUDAISM TRUE TO THE TENACH

The theology of Messianic Judaism preserves the essentials
of the faith of Israel that other brands of Judaism have largely
lost. For example, Messianic Judaism maintains in the death of
Yeshua the Torah’s demand for blood sacrifice: “It is the blood
that maketh an atonement for the' soul” (Leviticus 17:11).
Messianic Judaism also preserves the true significance of such
Jewish institutions as the high priesthood, the sage, and the
prophet, and such Jewish doctrines as those concerning the
Messianic king, the Holy Spirit, and salvation. Through the
resurrection from the dead of the great high priest, sage,
prophet, and Messianic King Yeshua and through the coming
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost A.D. 30, all these Jewish
essentials are imperishably maintained.

Messianic Judaism wishes to proclaim “nothing other than
what was foretold by the prophets and by Moses: that the
Messiah must suffer, and that as the first to rise from the
dead, he would announce the dawn to Israel and to the
Gentiles” (Acts 26:22-23). (NEB)

Where does it say in the Tenach (the Jewish Scriptures)
that the Messiah must suffer? Read Isaiah chapter 53 where
the Word of God says that “All we like sheep have gone
astray . .. and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all” (Isaiah 53:6). Read also Daniel 9:26 where the Jewish

5
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Scriptures teach “mashiach yicarate” — “The Messiah shall
be cut off” — and the Word of God continues, “But not for
himself, and the people of the prince that shall come shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary.” This prophecy was
actually fulfilled, just as Yeshua himself predicted
(Luke 21:20-24), when the Roman general Titus destroyed
the Temple and with it the priesthood and the city of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, 40 years after the death and resurrection
of the Jewish Messiah Yeshua.

Where does it say in the Tenach that the dead would
resurrect unto new. life ‘or that the Messiah would escape
the worms of the grave? Read Job 19:25-26 which expresses
the hope of Israel, “For I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that he shall stand upon the earth at last, and after my
skin has been destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see my

God.” King David also expressed the hope of Israel, “There-
fore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices: my flesh also
- shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell;
neither will thou permit thy Holy One to see corruption”
(Psalms 16:9-10).

THE GOOD NEWS OF MESSIANIC JUDAISM

The Good News of Messianic Judaism is that the hope of
Israel has been fulfilled! The resurrection has already begun!
The first man has already come out of the tomb! And the God
of Israel, praised be he, has accomplished it!

We needed a kaporrah to heal our sin guilt before God.
God accomplished it! He sent his Messiah to suffer, and “by
his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

God accomplished more. We are powerless in ourselves to
live as we should. “The human will is déceitful above all things
and desperately wicked, who can know-it?”’ (Jeremiah 17:9).
We need to turn from trusting in ourselves and receive the
Holy Spirit in order to have the power to live as we should
both now and hereafter. God accomplished what he promised
in the Jewish Scriptures: “I will put my Spirit into you and
make you conform to my commandments, and keep my
laws and live by them” (Ezekiel 36:27).

However, our sins have separated us and our Holy God
(Isaiah 59:2), and our lives are not acceptable to the Lord
unless we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the
Jewish prophet Daniel wrote in the Tenach that “Many of

6
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them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt”
(Daniel 12:1). King David, realizing the need for his own
spiritual inner transformation, said, “Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me
not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and
uphold me with thy free spirit” (Psalms 51:10-12).

The Holy Spirit is given only in obedience to the Messiah
Yeshua, who will judge all those who reject him. Read
- Isaiah 42:1: “Behold my Servant, whom I uphold; my
chosen one, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit
upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the nations.”
Isaiah saw that God would one day make an eternal covenant
through the Messiah with Israel (Isaiah 55:3), and Jeremiah
foresaw that in that day God would make a new covenant
with his people. This covenant would involve an inner trans-
formation of humanity, for Jeremiah foresaw that the divine
Word would internalize human hearts with the will of God.
Then men would know God so intimately they would actually
share his will (Jeremiah 31:31-34). Of this New Covenant,
Ezekiel predicted that the Holy Spirit in men would make
them want to obey God’s Word (Ezekiel 36:27). And the
Jewish prophet Joel saw that in that day the transforming
power of the Holy Spirit would be poured out as never before
(Joel 2:28-29), so great would be the number who would be
spiritually transformed or born again.

However, most people expected the resurrection to begin

and the Holy Spirit to be poured out at the end of the world..

Few believed that these mighty acts could occur until the
close of human history. What a surprise it was, then, when
120 orthodox Jews stood up in Jerusalem on Pentecost
(Shovuos) A.D. 30, and declared that they personally had
already seen the first man alive from the grave, that he was
the Messiah, the child called ‘“el gabor” (mighty God) in
Isaiah 9:6, and that he had poured out the eternal Spirit of
God on them already, even though human history was still
in progress. These Jewish apostles declared that the Messiah
was coming again at the end of history to rule the world, but
that he had to come the first time to suffer for sins. The
Messiah’s death was in order that the Father could righteously
forgive all sins, since through the death of the Son, no sins
had gone unpunished. The God of Israel loved men so much

7
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he sent his divine Word among us as a man to “take the rap”
for our sins and to rise from the dead in order that he might
live in us. Only in this way could Yeshua, the living Torah of
God, write himself into our wills forever with a new obedient
spirit, the eternal Spirit of God who gives us eternal life.
Only in this way could the New Covenant of Judaism be
fulfilled, as Jeremiah foretold: ‘

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house

of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their

fathers when'I took them by the hand to bring them out of

the land of Egypt, my covenant which they broke, though I

was patient with them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant

which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,

says the Lord: I will put my torah (law) within them, and I

will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God and

they shall be my people. And no longer shall each man

teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the

Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to

the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity,

and I will remember their sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Therefore, the Good News of Messianic Judaism is that the

resurrection has already begun through Yeshua, who has
already begun to pour out the Holy Spirit on his followers.
Consequently, every person may receive the Holy. Spirit and
be assured of his own personal coming resurrection by obey-
ing Yeshua as Lord and King. What better news could there
be?

THE ONLY ISSUE IN JUDAISM

Were these 120 orthodox Jews lying? Had they really seen
Yeshua alive or were they making it up? What about the 500
orthodox Jews who claimed to have seen Yeshua at one time
(I Corinthians 15:6) — were they lying? Were Rabbi Saul,
Peter, James, John and the rest all 1ying? Most of these Jews
died violent deaths, either at the hands of their own people
or in the Roman coliseum. When so many eye witnesses were
willing to die to verify their testimony regarding the resur-
rection of Yeshua, who would presume to call them all liars?

Moreover, their testimony was not about a revived corpse.
They testified that they had seen the eternal life of God him-
self, bodily visible to them as eye witnesses (see I John 1:1-4).
Yeshua appeared to them in a tangible yet supernatural,
spiritual body capable of appearing anywhere, even through
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locked doors (John 20:26). They were assured that the
Father would one day give them an eternal body like the
Son’s and that they had already received the Holy Spirit as
an actual down-payment on their eternal inheritance.

Although they had been frightened and greatly disillusioned
when the Messiah was killed, their hope was revived when
Yeshua appeared to them not merely once, but ten times
during a period of 40 days. With such magnificent assurance
undergirding their witness, it is no wonder that 3,000 Jews
responded to their message the very first day they preached
it (Acts 2:41).

On that day, Sunday morning, Shovuos, A.D. 30, the
proclamation went forth that if Jews were to remain com-
mitted to Judaism, they must personally commit themselves
to the Messiah of Judaism. Since the key ritual for making
proselytes to Judaism had been a mikveh bath, the risen
Lord Yeshua commanded his followers to go into all the
world making proselytes to Messianic Judaism by means of a
mikveh bath in the name of the God of Israel. Everyone who
responded in faith to the Jewish Messiah would receive the
Holy Spirit and become a spiritual Jew and a true adherent of
Biblical Judaism. Everyone who refused to believe would be
lost, for where there is sin without repentance there is punish-
ment without forgiveness, and where there is no true apostolic
teaching, there is no true Judaism.

Therefore, the crucial issue between Messianic Judaism and
any other sort of Judaism centers on the hope of the resur-
rection from the dead. The only question is whether there is
such a hope and whether that hope has been realized in the
historical resurrection of Yeshua Ha Mashiach. There is no
other issue.

A SYNAGOGUE FREE TO BE A SYNAGOGUE

Since the question of the resurrection of Yeshua Ha
Mashiach is the only real issue in Judaism, then a Messianic
Synagogue is free to be in all ways a Jewish Synagogue, with
these conditions:

1) So long as its doors are open to all (James 2:2-4);

2) So long as its all-pervading message is the Good News
proclamation of the resurrection begun through
Yeshua, the risen Lord and appointed Judge
(I Corinthians 2:2);
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3) So long as its teaching is grounded in the Holy .
Jewish Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation, no
more, no less (Revelation 22:18-19);

4) So long as it uses only the mikveh bath and the
Passover covenant meal of the Lord’s Supper to
make proselytes to Messianic Judaism and does not
impose circumcision on Gentiles (I Corinthians 7:18;
Acts 15:5-11), since there is no salvation in becoming
a physical Jew but only in becoming a spiritual .
Jew through the circumcision of the Holy Spirit
(Colossians 2:11-13).

Now, if these scriptural conditions are kept, a Messianic
Synagogue is free to be what it is . . . a Jewish synagogue.
The Jewish families of such a synagogue circumcise their
babies (Leviticus 12:3). When their children become believers
in Yeshua and take the mikveh, the Jewish young men and
women can witness to their faith in Messianic Judaism through
the bar or bat mitzvah confirmation service.

Anyone who quotes scripture such as Galatians 4:8-10,
Colossians 2:16-17, or Romans 14:5-6 to prove that the
Jewish festivals or holy days are forbidden to Jewish believers
in Yeshua is reading the Bible entirely out of context. Paul is
not addressing Jewish believers who are celebrating these days
in the name of Yeshua; therefore, his words cannot be taken
as criticism of believers who are celebrating these days in the
name of Yeshua. The Jewish festivals foreshadow the Messiah
and are fulfilled in him. However, a shadow cannot highlight
anyone, even the Messiah, if it is totally removed from the
picture. The Jewish festivals are not obsolete but are good
contemporary teachers that point us toward the Jewish
New Covenant of Yeshua Ha Mashiach.

Every Jewish ceremony will be acknowledged and pleasing
in God’s sight if done in the name of the One in whom all
Jewish ceremonies are fulfilled. The Scripture teaches that
these are matters on which everyone should reach conviction
in his own mind (Romans 14:5). Jewish believers in Yeshua
can also remain kosher, if they desire (see Acts 21:20 and
Romans 14:3). The Scriptural principles here are “whatever
you are doing, whether you speak or act, do everything in
the name of the Lord Yeshua, giving thanks to God the
Father through him” (Colossians 3:17), and “to the Jew I
became like a Jew to win Jews” (I Corinthians 9:20).
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Of course, only the Bible is authoritative for the faith and
practice of a Messianic Synagogue, and the Talmud can never
be placed on a par with the Holy Jewish Scriptures, Genesis
through Revelation. However, where the Talmud agrees with
the Bible, the Talmud may serve as an occasionally useful
illustrative teaching of Biblical truth, though its assertions
must always stand the test of God’s Word, which is true of
any non-Biblical book. .

When the Church finds herself in a Jewish community she
must not shrink from wearing once again her full Jewish
dress, all her old synagogue attire. For local churches in
Jewish communities to remain inflexibly groomed for Gentiles
and then demand that Jews convert to Gentile ways of life
and worship in order for Jewish people to accept their own
Messiah is the damnable ancient Judaizing heresy in reverse,
and must not be tolerated (see Acts 15:1, 19).

The truth is, every church must be culturally relevant to
and negotiable with the community it serves or it will serve
neither God nor its community. What the Jewish community
needs to be saved are thousands of growing synagogues with
home Torah studies, yahmakahs, Jewish music, Jewish food,
Yiddish jokes, Jewish humor, Jewish customs, ceremonies,
holidays, traditions, testimonies, special events, and every-
thing revolving around and pointing toward a very Jewish
Yeshua who is Lord of all, Jews and Gentiles as well. Such
synagogues can throw their doors open wide with the con-
fidence that God will fill them with Jewish souls and also
with people who are of non-Jewish descent but are neverthe-
less true, born-again, spiritual Jews. These truly born-again
believers in Yeshua, unlike many anti-semitic nominal
“Christians,” love the Jews in all their Jewishness.

Synagogues such as these will give the world-wide Body of
Yeshua an enriching, fresh look at her origins. For the leaders
of these Messianic Synagogues will not be able to content
themselves with blindly imitating reformed, orthodox, and
conservative congregations down the street, but will have to
continually re-examine the Scriptures to steer Messianic
Judaism on its own distinctive course in the world-wide Body
of the Messiah’s people.

NOTE: Please return this valuable document. Then the
vitally important additional information of Part Two will be
made available to you.
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